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better than anybody else. The household was run with
admirable regularity. Servants with the duster had learned
never to put anything back an inch out of place in the
crowded rooms. This unique Princess, who could even claim
to be one of the best sculptors in Germany, never wasted a
minute of her day. When she had nothing else to do she
walked to the end of her private garden and practised pistol-
shooting at a target. She was very expert. Naturally, her
garden was a gem of its kind and a model of artistic neatness.
She was not afraid of hard work with the spade and, whatever
she might be wearing, she liked to carry a pair of gardening
scissors in her pocket, for she was constantly snipping and
pruning.

The Princess had an amazing repertoire of songs in
English, German, French, Spanish, and Italian, and one of
her ill-judged actions was to commission a celebrated London
music master to come over at intervals to superintend her
voice. She could have found an equally competent tutor in
Germany and her insistence on the Englishman did not pass
unnoticed. Her lack of respect for the conventionalities
has already been remarked. Her parents-in-law could not
overlook the fact that she had imbued their son with her
own disregard of Royal etiquette. She had, for instance,
taught Fritz to drive out with two instead of four horses in
the carriage, which irritated and humiliated the Hohen-
zollerns. When Lord Ronald Gower and his mother were
coming to stay at the New Palace she and Fritz drove to
meet them at the station. Prussian Royalty never drove to
fetch commoners from a railway station.

Lord Ronald has left on record his first impressions of the
New Palace. ' We dined at 2 p.m. and we had to dress in
our evening things for this repast. It took place upstairs in
a corner room, with the walls of blue silk, fringed with gold
lace. The Princess very smart in a magenta-coloured
gown with pearls and lace. The Crown Prince, in his
plain uniform, with only a star or two, which he always
wears. "It is a custom," he said, " and looks so very
officered." Tea was served at ten in the evening in